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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 12 are pending in this office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 8, 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

MPEP 2106 IV.B.2.(b) 

A claim that requires one or more acts to be performed defines a process. However, not 
all processes are statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. Schrader, 22 F.3d at 296, 30 USPQ2d at 1460. 
To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a physical 
transformation outside the computer for which a practical application in the technological arts is 
either disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan, or (B) be 
limited to a practical application within the technological arts. 

Claims 8 - 9, in view of the above-cited MPEP sections, are not statutory 
because they merely recite a number of computing steps without producing any tangible 
result and/or being limited to a practical application within the technological arts. The 
use of a computer has not been indicated. 

These claims do not indicate use of hardware on which the software runs to 
perform the steps recited in the body of the claim. The use of a computer is not evident 
in the claim. 

Claim 12 is rejected because the language of claim 12 in view of the definition of 
the computer readable medium from the detailed description of the embodiments raises 
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a question as to whether the result in a practical application produces a concrete useful, 
and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

If the claim language were changed to "computer readable storage medium" it 
would overcome the 35 USC 101 rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Multer 
et al. ('Multer* herein after) (US 6,694,336 B1). 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Multer discloses a system for updating electronic files of remote devices (Figure 
9B), comprising: a first device including a file differencing engine that generates 
differences between an original version and a new version of an electronic file (Figure 6 
and column 7 lines 29 - 44, Multer) by: identifying a first type of difference between the 
original and the new versions (column 4 lines 5-8, Multer); generating a modified 
version of the original version using information of the first type of difference (column 4 
lines 13- 18, Multer); generating encoded differences between the modified version 
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and the new version, wherein the encoded differences include a second type of 
difference between the original and the new versions (column 4 lines 17-19, Multer); 
encoding the information of the first type of difference (column 14 lines 9 - 26, Multer); 
generating a difference file including the encoded differences and the encoded 
information of the first type of difference (column 39 lines 29 - 65, Multer); and a file 
updating engine hosted on the remote device, the file updating engine generating a 
copy of the new version using the difference file (column 4 lines 5-13, Multer). 

With respect to claim 2, 

Multer discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein generating a copy of the new 
version using the difference file further comprises: receiving the difference file (column 4 
lines 8-9, Multer); reading the encoded information of the first type of difference 
(column 4 lines 9-10, Multer); generating a modified version of the original file using 
the encoded information of the first type of difference (column 4 lines 11-12, Multer); 
and generating a copy of the new file using the modified version of the original file and 
the encoded differences between the modified version and the new file (column 14 lines 
9 - 20, Multer). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Multer discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the first type of difference 
includes at least one of differences resulting from address shifts due to source code line 
deletions, differences resulting from address shifts due to source code line additions, 
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differences resulting from address shifts due to source code line modifications, 
differences resulting from address shifts due to code block swapping, and differences 
resulting from compiling/linking the new version (column 39 lines 29 - 43, Multer). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Multer discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the second type of difference 
includes at least one of differences resulting from source code line deletions, 
differences resulting from source code line additions, differences resulting from source 
code line modifications, differences resulting from data initialization changes, 
differences resulting from resource file changes, differences resulting from configuration 
file changes, and differences resulting from dictionary changes (column 39 lines 29-43 
and 59 - 67, Multer). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Multer discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the remote device includes at 
least one of cellular telephones, portable communication devices, personal digital 
assistants, personal computers, and portable processor-based devices (column 9 lines 
35 - 60 and Figure 8, Multer). 

With respect to claim 6, 

Multer discloses an apparatus for generating difference files, comprising: means 
for identifying a first type of difference between an original file and a new file, wherein 
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the new file includes an updated version of the original file (column 4 lines 5-8, 
Multer); means for generating a modified version of the original file using information of 
the first type of difference (column 4 lines 13-18, Multer); means for generating 
encoded differences between the modified version and the new file, wherein the 
encoded differences include a second type of difference between the original and the 
new files (column 4 lines 17-19, Multer); means for encoding the information of the 
first type of difference (column 14 lines 9 - 26, Multer); and means for generating a 
difference file including the encoded differences and the encoded information of the first 
type of difference (column 39 lines 29 - 65, Multer). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Multer discloses the apparatus of claim 6, further comprising means for 
transferring the difference file to a remote system that hosts a copy of the original file, 
the remote system updating the hosted copy of the original file using the difference file 
(Figure 9B and column 4 lines 5-13, Multer). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Multer discloses a method for generating difference files, comprising: receiving 
an original file and a new file, wherein the new file includes an updated version of the 
original file (Figure 6 and column 7 lines 29 - 44, Multer); identifying a first type of 
difference between the original file and the new file (column 4 lines 5-8, Multer); 
generating a modified version of the original file using information of the first type of 
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difference (column 4 lines 13-18, Multer); generating encoded differences between the 
modified version and the new file, wherein the encoded differences include a second 
type of difference (column 4 lines 17-19, Multer); encoding the information of the first 
type of difference (column 14 lines 9 - 26, Multer); and generating the difference file 
including the encoded differences and the encoded information of the first type of 
difference (column 39 lines 29 - 65, Multer). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Multer discloses the method of claim 8, further comprising: transferring the 
difference file to at least one remote system (Figure 17) via at least one coupling, 
wherein the remote system includes at least one processor-based system, wherein the 
coupling includes at least one of a wireless coupling, a wired coupling, and a hybrid 
wireless/wired coupling; and updating a hosted copy of the original file in the remote 
processing systems using the difference file (column 5 lines 46 - 55, column 10 lines 49 
- 55 and column 12 lines 58 - 64, Multer). 

With respect to claim 10, 

Multer discloses a method for updating electronic files hosted on remote systems 
(Figure 9B), comprising: receiving an original file and a new file, wherein the new file 
includes an updated version of the original file (Figure 6 and column 7 lines 29 - 44, 
Multer); identifying a first type of difference between the original file and the new file 
(column 4 lines 5-8, Multer); generating a modified version of the original file using 
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information of the first type of difference (column 4 lines 13-18, Multer); generating 
encoded differences between the modified version and the new file, wherein the 
encoded differences include a second type of difference (column 4 lines 17-19, 
Multer); encoding the information of the first type of difference (column 14 lines 9 - 26, 
Multer); generating a difference file including the encoded differences and the encoded 
information of the first type of difference (column 39 lines 29 - 65, Multer); and updating 
a hosted copy of the original file in the remote systems using the difference file (column 
4 lines 5- 13, Multer). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , 

Multer discloses the method of claim 1 0, wherein updating further comprises: 
receiving the difference file (column 4 lines 8-9, Multer); reading the encoded 
information of the first type of difference (column 4 lines 9-10, Multer); generating a 
modified version of the original file using the encoded information of the first type of 
difference (column 4 lines 11-12, Multer); and generating a copy of the new file using 
the modified version of the original file and the encoded differences between the 
modified version and the new file (column 14 lines 9 - 20, Multer). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Multer discloses a computer readable medium including executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system (Figure 9A, 9B), generate a difference file 
that includes coded differences between an original file and a new file by: receiving the 
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original and the new file, wherein the new file includes an updated version of the original 
file (Figure 6 and column 7 lines 29 - 44, Multer); identifying a first type of difference 
between the original file and the new file (column 4 lines 5-8, Multer); generating a 
modified version of the original file using information of the first type of difference 
(column 4 lines 13-18, Multer); generating encoded differences between the modified 
version and the new file (column 4 lines 17-19, Multer); encoding the information of 
the first type of difference (column 14 lines 9 - 26, Multer); and generating a difference 
file including the encoded differences and the encoded information of the first type of 
difference (column 39 lines 29 - 65, Multer). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Navneet K. Ahluwalia whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5636. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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